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BOOK REVIEWS 685 

Principles of Government Purchasing. By Akthuk G. Thomas. 
Institute for Government Research. (New York: D. Apple- 
ton and Company. Pp. xiii, 275.) 

Comparatively little has been written regarding the principles of 
government purchasing, and for this reason it is especially pleasing to 
have a man of Mr. Thomas' experience present the results of his 
studies in book form. 

The book is divided into two parts and an appendix. Part I con- 
sists of three chapters, I. Introduction, II. The Centralization of Pur- 
chasing in Governments, and III. Legal Restrictions in Government 
Purchasing. Part II, consisting of twelve chapters, is entitled "Pur- 
chasing Methods." In the appendix are found three articles: "Purchas- 
ing System of the General Electric Company," "Purchasing System 
of the New York Central Railroad, Eastern Division," and "Continuing 
Agreements in City Purchasing." 

The author's acquaintance with the purchasing methods found in 
private business adds materially to the value of the book. He dis- 
cusses the buying methods of private corporations, and shows how such 
methods could be used to advantage in government purchasing. There 
is no attempt to urge the adoption of all methods used in private busi- 
ness, but the value of certain principles is indicated. The author 
emphasizes the need of more centralization of purchasing in govern- 
ments, and discusses at considerable length the legal restrictions sur- 
rounding the government purchasing agent. He shows clearly the 
futility of some of these restrictions. 

About one hundred and fifty pages are devoted to the discussion of 
purchasing methods. The most satisfactory methods are pointed out. 
The author does not tire the reader with detail as to procedure and 
refrains from presenting business forms. There is little attempt to 
summarize the fundamental principles or to distinguish between the 
minor and the more important. This is unfortunate in a book of so 
much merit. The book is well written and easily read. It is not a 
mere popular treatise on the subject, but is the result of many years of 
study in the field of purchasing. 

John M. Geies. 

Cambridge, Mass. 



